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Abstract 
At RHIC, high intensity heavy ion beams, as achieved

in the FY 2004 run, cause pressure rises in the
experimental areas. Electron clouds could be responsible
for this rise. However, the evolution of the pressure and
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therefore the background, varies significantly between the
different Interaction Regions. At this point, the
sustainable background levels limit the achievable
luminosity for RHIC. In addition, the bad background
conditions degrade the data quality for the experiments
and increase the number of false triggers. Experimental
data will be presented and compared to expectations.


